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About the BookAbout the Book

When the fiercest dragon in the whole world smashes Princess 

Elizabeth’s castle, burns all her clothes, and captures her 

fiancé, Prince Ronald, Elizabeth takes matters into her own 

hands. With her wits alone and nothing but a paper bag to 

wear, the princess challenges the dragon to show his strength 

in the hopes of saving the prince. But is it worth all that 

trouble?

Readers the world-over have fallen in love with this classic 

story of empowerment by Robert Munsch and illustrated by 

Michael Martchenko.

AnnickPress.com1
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch,

illustrated by Michael Martchenko

About the BookWelcome!
We are thrilled you are taking part in the inaugural Paper Bag Princess Day this March 7, 2020.

Inside this event kit, you’ll find:
 W a Paper Bag Princess Day poster to promote your event,
 W activity sheets and games for your Paper Bag Princess Day guests big and small,
 W  certificates of attendance so your guests can show off which party they attended  

and where, 
 W an educator’s guide with discussion questions and more activity suggestions, and 
 W  easy-to-follow Princess (and Prince!) costume instructions, so your guests can meet  

a real-life Princess!

But this is just the beginning—we hope you have lots of fun getting creative for the big day! 
Perhaps you’ll invite kids to come dressed up like Princess Elizabeth, Prince Ronald, or the 
Dragon, and have a costume parade. Or maybe you’ll include a read-aloud of the book. Whatever 
you cook up, we have left lots of space on the Paper Bag Princess Day poster for you to add your 
own party details.

Remember to use the hashtag #PBPday when you share online. We’d love to see what you come 
up with!

Keep standing up to dragons,
Your friends at Annick Press



Join us to celebrate 
Robert Munsch and Michael Martchenko’s 

princess of empowerment with 
�e Paper Bag Princess 

fun for everyone!

#StandUpToDragons#StandUpToDragons
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Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

Annick Press’s no-sewing-required guide to 
making a perfect Elizabeth costume for your
Paper Bag Princess Day party.

DIY CostumeDIY Costume

YOU’LL NEED
• 1 yard waste bag
•  2 sheets of yellow craft felt  

(or 1 sheet of heavy yellow or 
gold paper)

• 1 yellow pipe cleaner
• glue stick or hot glue gun
• scissors
• marker
• packing tape
• hairband
• The Paper Bag Princess crown           
   template (available at  
   annickpress.com)

11.   .   Cut out the crown from the Paper 
Bag Princess crown template. Stack 
the felt sheets and trace the outline 
of the crown. Tip: line the bottom of 
the pattern up with the bottom of 
the sheet of felt for less cutting!

44.  .  Flatten the felt crown and cut a very 
small notch on each side.

2.2.    Hold the sheets of felt together and 
cut out the crown. Lay the two crown 
shapes side by side, with the front 
side on top for one and the back 
side on top for the second. Put glue 
on the front-side up crown. (Skip this 
step if you’re using a piece of paper.)

55.  .  Feed the pipe cleaner through the 
holes you just cut.

33.  .  Stick the two pieces of felt together. 
Press for a few seconds until the glue 
is dry. Glue the tabs together and 
press for a few seconds until dry and 
secure.

66.  .  Wrap the pipe cleaner ends around 
a hairband, positioning the crown 
slightly off-center. Voilà! Your Paper 
Bag Princess crown is complete.
Optional: use a sponge and lightly 
dab gray craft paint for a sooty and 
singed look.

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

The Paper Bag Princess crown instructionsThe Paper Bag Princess crown instructions



11.  .  Open up a yard waste bag and carefully cut up 
the middle of the back and over the bottom. 
Don’t cut the other side. Keep the bag open so 
you don’t accidentally cut the other side of the 
bag (like we’ve done many times).

33.  .  Cut out the arm holes, starting from the bottom 
of the bag and leaving 2” / 5 cm of paper on 
either side. Start with a hole 5” / 13 cm wide. 
You can make the holes bigger later once you 
try on your dress.

55.  .  Lay your dress out flat and fold all the creases 
the opposite way they are now, to flatten them.

2.2.    Cut out the neckline, leaving 4.5” / 12 cm of  
paper from the edge on each side. Be careful 
not to cut anything except the bottom of the 
bag!

44.  .  Very carefully, turn your bag inside out. Start  
by holding the bottom corner (ie your dress 
shoulder corner) and go slow so it doesn’t rip. 
Don’t worry about crinkles and wrinkles—the 
more, the better!

66.  .  Tape the back of the dress together. Brown 
packing tape works well. Voilà! Your Paper Bag 
dress is finished. Have a friend help fit it over 
your head and adjust the armholes if necessary.   
Optional: use a sponge and lightly dab black 
and gray craft paint for a sooty and singed look.

The Paper Bag Princess dress instructionsThe Paper Bag Princess dress instructions

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com



Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

Annick Press’s no-sewing-required guide to 
making a perfect pair of princely slippers.

Prince Ronald SlippersPrince Ronald Slippers

YOU’LL NEED
•  a hot glue gun and glue sticks (mini-

mum of 4)
• a pair of sharp scissors
• a ruler
• a measuring tape
•  four pieces of felt (ideally more for 

“ooops” moments) 
•  one piece of paper (letter-size will work 

for children’s feet, A4 (8.3” x 11.7” / 21 
x 30 cm) and up will likely be necessary 
for adult’s feet. This example used A3 
size (11.7” x 16.5” / 30 x 42 cm).  

11.   .   Take the measuring tape and mea-
sure the length of your foot from the 
back of your heel to the tip of your 
big toe. Record that measurement 
and add two inches / 5.08 cm to it. 

22..  Measure around the widest part 
of your foot (the ball of your foot). 
Record that measurement and add 
two inches / 5.08 cm.  

33..  Take the measurement of the 
length of your foot and make that 
the length of the rectangle on your 
piece of paper. 

44..  Take the measurement of the 
diameter of the widest part of your 
foot and make that the width of the 
rectangle on your piece of paper. 

99.  .  Put hot glue on the felt, starting from 
the heel of the slipper. Do not put 
the glue too close to the outside of 
the felt. (Allow about half an inch 
from the outside.)

5.5. Draw a curved lip to your slipper. 
(Make it as pointy as you like!) Don’t 
allow the top of the curve to dip too 
low into the top of the rectangle, or 
else your foot will not fi t!

6.6.  Cut out the shape of your slipper 
from the piece of paper. 

1010.  .  Glue in short segments, pressing the 
pieces of felt together as the glue 
dries. (Remember! Do not glue the 
very top of the slipper or else your 
foot will not fi t.) 

77.  .  Trace the shape onto your piece of 
felt.

88..  Cut out the shape of the slipper. 
9.9. Repeat steps 7 and 8 three more 
times.

1111.  .  The slippers can be worn as-is or 
fl ipped inside out for cleaner looking 
seams (but a less pointy toe).

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

 Instructions Instructions



D
esign your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm

 x 20 cm
 piece of paper to the sides of the crown.

AnnickPress.com



annick press

Fold and unfold 
the paper in half 

along the diagonals.

Flip over!

Put your fingers in 
the four open corners.

THE THE 
PAPER BAG PAPER BAG 
PRINCESSPRINCESS

Begin folding with this side up.

1. Choose a word (princess,  
dragon, tennis, crown).

2. Spell out the word, and with 
each letter, open the fortune 
teller in one direction and 
then the other.

3. Once the word is spelled out, 
choose one of the numbers 
showing.

4. Open the fortune teller in one 
direction and then the other 
for each number count.

5. Repeat one more time.

6. Choose a number and l ift the 
flap to see your fortune!

Discover this book and more at www.annickpress.com
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You get to
 eat 100 tubs 
of ICECREAM 
for dinner—

yum!

You are a 
superhero. 
Your power is 
standing up 
to dragons 
and bullies.
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You 
will wear 

a ponytail to 
school tomorrow 

and EVERYONE 
will copy 

you!

Uh oh, 
you will 
fall into a 
goopy MUD 
PUDDLE!
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Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

Activity FunActivity Fun

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com #PBPday

Can you figure out what these mixed-up words mean from The Paper Bag Princess?

1) Uyo olok kile a elar rcnpie , utb ouy era a mbu.

3) I ma a yvre syub godanr

2) zalbeEhiet si a yver erbav rnesicps.

4)  Si ti rute hatt uyo anc unrb pu etn rsoefts 
hitw uoyr freiy retabh?

DESIGN 
YOUR OWN 

DRAGON
The Dragon needs to be 
decorated! 
Try making him green, 
or covered with spots 
or rainbows—you get 
to decide!

Answers: 1) You look like a real prince, but you are a bum.  2) Elizabeth is a very brave princess.     
3) I am a very busy dragon. 4) Is it true that you can burn up ten forests with your fiery breath?

Can you figure out what these mixed-up words mean?



Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

Decorate the bookmark below, then cut out both sides and glue them together 
back-to-back.

BookmarkBookmark

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com #PBPday

#PBPday

M
y favorite scene is

D
esign your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm

 x 20 cm
 piece of paper to the sides of the crown.

AnnickPress.com
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Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com

Certificate of AttendanceCertificate of Attendance

Design your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm x 20 cm piece of paper to the sides of the crown. AnnickPress.com #PBPday

Congratulations!

        attended the first Paper Bag Princess Day at

Congratulations!

        attended the first Paper Bag Princess Day at
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About the BookAbout the Book

When the fiercest dragon in the whole world smashes Princess 

Elizabeth’s castle, burns all her clothes, and captures her 

fiancé, Prince Ronald, Elizabeth takes matters into her own 

hands. With her wits alone and nothing but a paper bag to 

wear, the princess challenges the dragon to show his strength 

in the hopes of saving the prince. But is it worth all that 

trouble?

Readers the world-over have fallen in love with this classic 

story of empowerment by Robert Munsch and illustrated by 

Michael Martchenko.

AnnickPress.com1
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch,

illustrated by Michael Martchenko

About the Book



ROBERT MUNSCH, author of such classics as Stephanie’s 

Ponytail and Thomas’ Snowsuit, is one of the world’s bestselling 

authors of children’s books

MICHAEL MARTCHENKO is the award-winning illustrator of 

the Classic Munsch series and many other beloved children’s 

books.

About the Creators

Age Interest: 4-7, Grades K-3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy Strand-Reading literature
RL.1.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9
RL.2.1,3,4,5,6,7,10

CCSS.ELA.Literacy-foundation skills
RF.1-2.4

Themes: courage/bravery; problem-solving; role reversal; 
self-esteem; stereotyping; bullying; choices; conflict 

resolution; empowerment; self-determination

2 AnnickPress.com
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch,

illustrated by Michael Martchenko



Discussion Questions

1.) What comes to mind when you think of a princess? Have the class think of 

princesses they know (Fiona from Shrek, Mulan, Elsa from Frozen, Princess 

Jasmine, Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty etc.). What traits do these princesses 

have? How are they similar to Elizabeth? How are they different? 

2.) In the story, neither the dragon nor Prince Ronald are very nice to Princess 

Elizabeth. The dragon smashes her castle, burns all her expensive princess 

clothes, and runs off with her prince. Pointing a finger at her, Ronald says, 

“Elizabeth, you are a mess! You smell like ashes, your hair is all tangled and 

you are wearing a dirty old paper bag. Come back when you are dressed like a 

real princess.” 

Ask the class to brainstorm the characteristics that make a good friend. Do 

either the dragon or Ronald fit these characteristics?  How does Elizabeth 

behave like a good friend to Ronald? 

3.) With the class, examine how Ronald reacts to being rescued. Is he grateful? 

How do you think he should have responded to being rescued? Do you think 

Elizabeth made the right choice not to marry him? 

3 AnnickPress.com
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Follow-Up Activities

1.) Using the crown outline provided, have the class decorate their crowns. 

Encourage them to decorate their crowns with things dragons like to keep in 

their lairs (rubies, sapphires, diamonds, emeralds etc.).

2.) Working individually, in small groups, or as a class, research dragons from 

different places (Japanese dragons, Chinese dragons, Welsh dragons, even 

some real ones like the Komodo dragon or bearded dragon). Ask students 

to draw their own dragons. Label the parts of the dragon with the traits the 

dragon exhibits (ie. large wings for fast around-the-world flying).

3.) Think about the story from the dragon’s perspective. Have small groups act 

out a scene from the book from the dragon’s perspective. 

4 AnnickPress.com
The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch,

illustrated by Michael Martchenko



D
esign your own crown

To wear your crown, have an adult help you cut it out and tape a 
1.5” x 16” or 4 cm

 x 40 cm
 piece of paper to the sides of the crown.

AnnickPress.com


