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Though farming really took off

about 12,000 years ago, archasologists
now believe it began 11,000 years before

that. Sickle blades, tools used for grinding

grains, and even preserved weeds found in an

archaeological site near the shore of the Sea

of Galilee (in modern-day lsrael) suggest

that humans were dabbling in farming

much earlier than we thought.

Farmers needed to get water to their
fields. They developed irrigation
techniques, such as canals, to divert

water from nearby rivers or lakes.
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