
annick press
toronto + new york + vancouver



© 2013 Kevin Sylvester and Michael Hlinka (text)
© 2013 Kevin Sylvester (illustrations)
Edited by Linda Pruessen and Laura Edlund
Cover and interior design by Sheryl Shapiro

Annick Press Ltd.
All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyrights hereon may be reproduced or used
in any form or by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical—without the prior written permission
of the publisher.

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council, and the 
Government of Canada through the Canada Book Fund (CBF) for our publishing activities.

Cataloging in Publication

Sylvester, Kevin
Follow your money : who gets it, who spends it, where does it go? 

/ Kevin Sylvester and Michael Hlinka. 

Includes index.
Issued also in electronic format.
ISBN 978-1-55451-481-6 (bound).—ISBN 978-1-55451-480-9 (pbk.)

1. Economics—Juvenile literature.  2. Money—Juvenile literature.  
I. Hlinka, Michael  II. Title.

HB183.S95 2013                              j330                         C2012-906189-1 

Distributed in Canada by:
Firefly Books Ltd.
66 Leek Crescent
Richmond Hill, ON  L4B 1H1

Published in the U.S.A. by Annick Press (U.S.) Ltd.
Distributed in the U.S.A. by:
Firefly Books (U.S.) Inc.
P.O. Box 1338
Ellicott Station
Buffalo, NY  14205

Printed in China

Visit us at: www.annickpress.com
Visit Kevin Sylvester at: http://kevinarts.blogspot.ca

My late uncle Grant was a genius with money and this book is dedicated to his memory. —K.S.

Here’s to hoping that one day Daniel Yao has lots of money to follow! —M.H.



A GIANT SPIDERWEB OF CASH 1

WHAT IS MONEY?
A short history. 2

PROFIT: HURRAY FOR LEFTOVERS!
What does “profit” really mean? 4

BREAKFAST
Bacon, eggs, toast, and orange juice have a complex history. 6

SCHOOL
Your backpack has a story to tell. 8

LOOKING GOOD
What’s the difference between regular and designer jeans? 10

HOLD ON TO YOUR HAT! 
Who gets what when you buy a baseball cap? Oh, and watch that tax! 12

PIERCED PURCHASES
How do the prices of different types of jewelry compare? 14

SALES
Why do things go on sale? 16

SHOES
From raw materials to a product you can buy. 18

GAS: IT’S THE HIDDEN STORY IN EVERYTHING YOU BUY
Everything has to get from one place to another before you can buy it. 20

GETTING AROUND
What’s the cost of traveling by bike vs. by car, public transit, or walking? 22

BREAK TIME
Hot chocolate, coffee, tea, anyone? 24

MUSICAL MOOLAH
Buying CDs and downloading music to your MP3 player. 26

Contents



COMPUTE THE CASH
How does the money break down in an expensive item like a computer? 28

LET’S EAT! 
How does a restaurant decide how much to charge for a meal? 30

MOVIE MADNESS! 
Movie and a snack—that’s how much?!! 32

GAME VALUE
Do companies earn more money from the games or the consoles? 34

GO PLAY OUTSIDE!
It can be expensive to stay fit … or cheap. It depends on the sport. 36

KA-CHINGTONE: CELL PHONES AND SUCH
A cell phone can be expensive, and so can the phone plan. 38

PIZZA
Delivery vs. frozen vs. from scratch: same ingredients, different costs. 40

SUPERMARKET
Big supermarkets have lots of different money stories. 42

KEEP WARM, KEEP COOL! 
It costs a lot to keep your home warm and cozy. 44

FURRY FRIENDS
You can buy (pet) love!  46

BANK ON IT
From depositing to withdrawing, your money travels a long way! 48

PLASTIC
Paying with plastic—it still means paying! 50

HOW DOES IT ALL ADD UP?
Turn here for a special treat and some final thoughts. 52

KEEP READING! 53

INDEX 55



1

A GIANT SPIDERWEB OF CASH

Money.
Money.
Money.
Everybody wants it. Some people have a lot of it. Most don’t have enough.

This book explores where the money you spend actually goes. 
You can think of the economy as a giant spiderweb. Even something

as simple as buying a can of soda has a complicated series of connections
around it.

There are the farmers who grow the corn for the sweeteners (who
knew?), the people who mine and manufacture the aluminum for the can,
the workers at the factory where they make the soda, the people who trans-
port the filled soda cans, and then—finally—the people who own and work
in the store that sells the soda to you. And that’s not even the half of it:
each person in this web has some costs and then charges something for
his or her work. That adds up, leading to the price you pay for any product.

This web has grown even more complex as the economy (making, buy-
ing, and selling stuff, roughly speaking) has gone global. Less than 100
years ago, many people got most of their food from local farms or from
small shops that got their products from local farms. Simple, right? The
food you eat today, however, might come from China, Venezuela, and 
California. How does it get here? How much does all of that cost?

This book will help you find out, by following the threads. 
That might help explain why a rise in gas prices 1,000 km (621 miles)

from your home means your bag of potato chips will be more expensive
next week. It will also tell you what you’re really paying for when you choose
regular jeans over fancy designer jeans, and why printer ink is one of the
most profitable products on the planet.

Knowledge is a powerful thing. Knowing why something costs so much
might make you appreciate it, and the people who get it to you, more. And
knowing where your money goes helps you to be a smarter consumer.

So where does your money go? 
Turn the page and find out.

Warning! The prices for the examples in this book are only

estimates and are rounded off. Prices change all the time,

so don’t go into your local store and say, “Sylvester and

Hlinka tell me this apple should cost only 10¢!”



2 Follow Your Money

The word “salary” (what someone gets paid in

a year for doing their job) comes from the

Latin word for salt because people in Rome

were paid in salt.

Before we start breaking down where the money goes,
we should answer one key question: What the heck is
money, anyway?  

Basically, money represents the value we place on
something—a digital music player, for example, or the
time it takes to make a hamburger or deliver 100 news-
papers before the sun comes up. 

WHAT IS MONEY?

8000 BCE. Barter
system. Early 
humans trade
(“barter”) goods 
for goods (for 
example, camels 
for rugs). Sometimes
they trade work 
for goods.

3000 BCE. People start
trading a form of money
for work or goods. For
example, if you have a
camel but don’t want to
buy a rug, you can still
sell the camel to the rug
seller if the rug seller
gives you “money” that
represents the value of
the camel. Shells are 
a common form of
money. Salt is used 
as money in ancient
Rome. 

1000 BCE. The first coins
appear. They are made of
gold or silver and have
the face of the king, 
emperor, or other power-
ful person stamped right
into the metal. It’s the
powerful person’s way of
guaranteeing the value 
of the coin. 

600 CE. Ancient
China uses paper
money. 

1400 CE. The
Aztecs use cocoa
beans as a kind
of money.



3What is Money?

1600 CE. Europe
begins to make
paper money. Yeah,
a lot of people
lugged around
heavy coins for
years. Ouch.

1800 CE. Gold is 
the “standard.” A
country can only
print as much
money as it has
gold to back it up.
Each British pound,
for example, equals
one pound of real
gold.

1942 CE. Gold
standard is
ditched. 
Governments
agree that they 
can print money
worth more than
the gold they have. 

1950 CE. Diners Club
becomes the first
credit card, allowing
diners to eat now and
pay later. Lots of cards
have followed, and
now people can use
plastic to pay for 
almost anything. 

TODAY. Money contains
all sorts of special 
security features to
stop counterfeiters
from copying the bills:
holograms, special
threads, and even 
hidden codes and 
watermarks.

Paper bills and coins and numbers stand in for what
we think or agree that something is worth. So if a shop-
keeper decides her product is worth $10, then you have to
exchange a $10 bill for that product. The government that
issues bills backs up that value so the $10 bill will be worth
the same $10 when the shopkeeper goes to spend it some-
where else. 

The number “10” in your bank account stands for the
same thing, and you can either leave it there as a number
(as savings) or take it out (as a bill) and spend it as some-
thing “real” (the bill) that can be exchanged for something
else that’s “real” (a product or service).

Got it? Good!
Let’s go spend some money.


